
• The Bible Project: Video Intro to Hosea
• Inductive Bible Study on Hosea
• OverviewBible.com - Hosea

key verse
And the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a 
woman who is loved by another man and is an 
adulteress, even as the LORD loves the children 
of Israel, though they turn to other gods and 
love cakes of raisins.” (Hosea 3.1)

date of prophecy:
~750-715 BC

written to:
Israel (and Judah)

meaning of name:
Hosea means

“Salvation”
Similar to Joshua which means

“salvation is from Jehovah”

“Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the LORD 
their God, and David their king, and they shall come in fear to 
the LORD and to his goodness in the latter days.” (Hosea 3.5)

LOOKING FORWARD TO

additional resources

GOD’s pursuit of covenant love

Israel is often referred to as“Ephraim” (see 
Hosea 4.17; 9.16). He was Joseph’s second son 
and his name means “God made me fruitful in 
the land of my affliction” (see Genesis 41.51). 

God often used personal names to emphasize 
the intimate nature of his covenant relationship. 
In Hosea’s day, Ephraim was the foremost tribe 
in the northern kingdom. Many leaders and 
kings had come from this tribe. By using this 
designation there is a subtle nod back to the 
beginning of God’s fulfilled promises in Genesis 
& Exodus. Ephraim may have become 
prominent in their own right, but it is through 
God they even exist. 

who is ephraim?

JESUS

Israel has been faithless to God’s covenant 
and will be torn away from their lovers and 
reclaimed as God’s people. 

one-sentence summary

FAST FACTS

The prophet’s marriage to Gomer is an object 
lesson of God’s unfailing love despite Israel’s 
infidelity. Through his own broken heart and 
the realization that his children were not 
actually his own, Hosea profoundly 
communicated God’s hurt but also his Divine 
desire for reconciliation. 

The book of Hosea can be divided into two 
parts: (1) Hosea 1.1-3.5 is a description of an 
adulterous wife and a faithful husband, 
symbolic of the unfaithfulness of Israel to God 
through idolatry, and (2) Hosea 4.1-14.9 
contains the condemnation of Israel, 
especially Samaria, for the worship of idols 
and her eventual restoration.

Hosea makes one of the first biblical 
connections between marriage and God’s 
relationship to his people.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kE6SZ1ogOVU
http://inductive.indubiblia.org/hosea-1
https://overviewbible.com/hosea/



