
“Look among the nations, and see; wonder and 
be astounded. For I am doing a work in your 
day that you would not believe if told.” 
(Habakkuk 1.5)

• The Bible Project: Video Intro to Habakkuk
• Inductive Bible Study on Habakkuk
• OverviewBible.com - Habakkuk
• Minor Prophets Sermon Series
 

key verse

date of prophecy:
~between 612 & 589 BC

written to:
Judah

meaning of name:
Habakkuk means

“One who embraces;
a wrestler”

“You went out for the salvation of your people, for the salvation of 
your anointed. You crushed the head of the house of the wicked, 

laying him bare from thigh to neck.” (Habakkuk 3.13)
LOOKING FORWARD TO

additional resources

The prophet who saw history

God had chosen Israel to be his special 
people, to the exclusion of all other nations. 
However, in the prophets we see the collapse 
of this relationship. Habakkuk 2.4 is a subtle 
but clear indicator that the old covenant would 
not last. One cannot be righteous by works of 
the law, but instead must live by faith.  

This verse is referenced several times in the NT 
as an indicator of the new covenant (Romans 
1.17; Galatians 3.11; Hebrews 10.38). This new 
covenant is one of conscience and obedience, 
walking in faith like Abraham. No longer are the 
righteous those by birth, but by choice. 

‘The righteous shall live by faith”

JESUS

God reveals his plan to deal with Judah’s 
unfaithfulness in ways Habakkuk did not see 
coming. 

one-sentence summary

Habakkuk follows the form of many psalms as 
the prophet laments the condition of Israel. His 
message does not directly address the people 
but rather is written as a dialogue between the 
prophet and God. In the first two chapters, 
Habakkuk argues with God over his ways that 
appear to him unfathomable, if not unjust. 
Having received replies, he responds with a 
beautiful confession of faith (Habakkuk 3).

This account of wrestling with God is, 
however, not just a fragment from a private 
journal that has somehow entered the public 
domain. It was composed for Israel. No doubt 
it represented the voice of the godly in Judah, 
struggling to comprehend the ways of God. 
God's answer therefore spoke to all who 
shared Habakkuk's troubled doubts. And 
Habakkuk's confession became a public 
expression - as indicated by its liturgical 
notations (Habakkuk 3.1).

FAST FACTS

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/habakkuk/
https://inductive.indubiblia.org/old-testament/habakkuk-1
https://overviewbible.com/habakkuk/
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7232288



