
“But let justice roll down like rivers, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 
(Amos 5.24)

• The Bible Project: Video Intro to Amos
• Inductive Bible Study on Amos
• OverviewBible.com - Amos

key verse

date of prophecy:
~760 BC

written to:
Israel (Northern Kingdom)
 and Surrounding Nations

 
meaning of name:

Amos means
“To Carry; Borne by God”

““I will also plant them on their land, and they will not again 
be rooted out from their land which I have given them,” 

says the Lord your God.” (Amos 9.15)
LOOKING FORWARD TO

additional resources

Ancient message for a modern world

God’s concern for the poor is emphatic but 
indicative of a greater truth. God holds everyone 
to his standards of righteousness.

This is shown in his judgments against other 
nations (Amos 1.3-15), and in his concern for: 
how commerce is carried out (1.6; 8.5-7); how 
men use their wealth (3.12-15; 4.1; 6.4-6); 
justice being enforced (2.6-7; 5.7, 10, 12, 15); 
how ‘big business’ treats people (1.6). 
Ultimately we are reminded that prosperity 
comes with divine blessing and no matter how 
efficient a society fancies itself, it cannot 
prosper if God is against it. 

god’s pervasive expectations

JESUS

Israel is condemned and will be 
destroyed for their lack of concern and 
injustice done to the poor. 

one-sentence summary

Amos had no intention of being a prophet. He 
was a simple shepherd from Judah (Amos 1.1) 
when God called him to deliver this message 
to his brothers in Israel (Amos 7.15). 

He was a contemporary of Hosea, who 
prophesied during the prosperous reign of 
Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14.24–28). The nation’s 
affluence had produced indifference towards 
God and the helpless (Amos 4.1; 5.11–12)—a 
crime God considered worthy of punishment. 

The dominant theme is a call for social justice 
as the indispensable expression of true piety. 
God created the universe (Amos 5.8) but also 
rescued Israel from Egypt (Amos 9.7). Should 
not his people do the same?

Amos makes two bold prophecies: (1) King 
Jeroboam II will die, and (2) Israel will be 
carried off into exile. (Amos 7.11)
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