
“The LORD utters his voice before his army, for his 
camp is exceedingly great; he who executes his 
word is powerful. For the day of the LORD is great 
and very awesome; who can endure it? (Joel 2.11)

• The Bible Project: Video Intro to Joel
• Inductive Bible Study on Joel
• OverviewBible.com - Joel

key verse

date of prophecy:
Exact Date Unknown
Either 840-830 BC or 400 BC

written to:
Israel (specifically Judah)

 
meaning of name:

Joel means
“YHWH is God”

“And it shall come to pass, afterward, that I will pour out my 
Spirit on all flesh... and it shall come to pass that everyone who 

calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” (Joel 2.28-32)
LOOKING FORWARD TO

additional resources

Locusts swarms & a fierce judgment

This phrase is used by 8 of the prophets in their 
message to God’s people. This phrase 
sometimes refers to an impending event, while 
other times it points to the distant future. In all 
instances, it precedes warnings of judgment 
and visions of hope. 

In this book, Joel describes how the locust 
plague brought darkness, destruction and terror. 
It left Joel with this question, “Who can endure 
it?” (Joel 2.1-2,11). But God’s people are not left 
hopeless as Joel also points to purification and 
restoration. The prophet speaks of a restored 
future for his people when He will pour out His 
Spirit upon all flesh (Joel 2.28-32).

the day of the lord

JESUS

Unless the people repent quickly and 
completely, enemy armies will destroy them 
as the army of locusts had done to their land 
and crops. 

one-sentence summary

Joel prophesied during a time when the land of 
Israel had suffered from a great plague of 
locust (Joel 1.4). Joel proclaims this as a sign 
from God as a precursor to the Day of the 
LORD.

Three major points in Joel:

1. Desolation (1.1-2.11): An overwhelming 
destruction of God is coming from God’s army.
2. Exhortation (2.12-17): Repent, now!
3. Restoration (2.18-3.21): God restores what 
the locusts have eaten, but more importantly, 
He will do away with physical struggle and 
restore the fortunes of his people.

Peter affirms the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy 
on the day of Pentecost, in Acts 2.17-21 (cf. 
Joel 2.28-32)

FAST FACTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQLazbgz90c
http://inductive.indubiblia.org/joel-1
https://overviewbible.com/joel/

