
“...should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than 120,000 persons 
who do not know their right hand from their left, 
and also much cattle?” (Jonah 4.11)

• The Bible Project: Video Intro to Jonah
• Inductive Bible Study on Jonah
• OverviewBible.com - Jonah

key verse

date of prophecy:
~785-760 BC

(During the reign of Jerboam II)

written to:
All of Israel

 
meaning of name:

Jonah means
“Dove ”

(Compare Hosea 7.11) 

“...just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so 
will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth... 

and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.” (Matthew 12.39-41)
LOOKING FORWARD TO

additional resources

God’s mercy is for all people

Many have questioned whether the book of 
Jonah is historical. Skeptics think it unlikely a 
man could survive in the body of a fish for 
several days and live to tell it. 

Maybe the most powerful argument to a 
historical reading of the text is the fact that 
Jesus referred to Jonah, Nineveh, and the event 
of the fish in a historical way (Matthew 
12.39-40).  We know that Jonah was a historical 
figure who lived during the time of King 
Jeroboam II (see 2 Kings 14.23-27) and the 
language that Jesus uses in Matthew 12 seems 
to imply this as well.

Fact or fiction?

JESUS

Although Jonah rebels against God’s 
command, God teaches Jonah of his desire 
to show mercy to all people. 

one-sentence summary

Jonah’s story is unique among the minor 
prophets in that its focus is on the man not the 
message. He was sent to preach to Nineveh, 
the capital city of Assyria. They were ruthless 
people that caused Israel a great deal of harm 
(Nahum 3.1).

Jonah rejects his calling and is notoriously 
swallowed by a fish, as God redirects him. The 
prophet is again sent to Nineveh (3.2-3). He 
warns them of coming judgment and the city 
repents (3.5-9). But Jonah is unhappy at the 
outcome (4.2). 

The basic question with Jonah is whether he 
can learn to accommodate his own sense of 
right and wrong to the realities of God's mercy. 
This story teaches the impartiality of God’s 
mercy towards all people, and its effect in 
bringing people to faith in God.

FAST FACTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLIabZc0O4c
http://inductive.indubiblia.org/jonah-1
https://overviewbible.com/jonah/



